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EARTHQUAKE A REMINDER TO CLOSE INDIAN POINT NOW!
NEW YORK CITY, NY (August 24, 2011)— Yesterday an earthquake near Mineral, VA measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale was felt here in New York State, more than 300 miles away. Many nuclear power plants on the East Coast were taken off line as a precaution and sent out a Notification of Unusual Event, which is the lowest level of alert; Indian Point Energy Center did neither, and the two nuclear reactors there have continued operating as normal.
This might lead New Yorkers to believe that the reactors at Indian Point are safe. However, reactor number 3 at Indian Point was rated by the NRC as the least capable of all 104 operating nuclear power plants in the U.S. to survive an earthquake without core damage. Despite this, it operates on top of the Ramapo fault line connecting Peekskill, NY with Stamford, CT. Fault lines increase the risk that seismic activity will occur, which could damage or otherwise compromise safety at nuclear reactors.

Entergy, Indian Point’s operating utility, claims Indian Point’s reactors are built to withstand a 6.0 magnitude earthquake and could handle a stronger one if necessary. Although strong earthquakes are not common in our region, smaller tremors do occur. We cannot wait to be surprised by an earthquake of similar magnitude in New York before we shut Indian Point down! 
The evacuation plan in the event of a natural or man-made disaster at Indian Point only covers a 10-mile radius, encompassing approximately 300,000 people. Midtown Manhattan is only 35 miles from Indian Point and the NYC area houses more than 8 million people, none of whom would be covered by the current evacuation plan. Former Governor Pataki commissioned a report on the viability of this evacuation plan that came out in 2003 in conjunction with FEMA, and it concluded the plan was “not adequate” to protect the population in the event of an emergency at Indian Point.
Indian Point should be shut down now – the reactors do not meet environmental or safety standards, they sit on top of the Ramapo fault making them vulnerable to damage from seismic activity, and there is no viable evacuation plan in the event of an emergency. The two reactors at Indian Point should not have their operating licenses renewed in 2013 and 2015 when they expire. 
Peace Action New York State supports both Governor Cuomo and State Attorney General Schneiderman who also want to shut Indian Point down. We need to work with them to close Indian Point and remove the spent fuel from the area before an accident occurs for which we are unprepared. Please check the PANYS website in late September for more information on how you can become involved with our work to shut Indian Point now!
About Peace Action New York State
PANYS is dedicated to promoting the non-violent resolution of conflict, the abolition of nuclear weapons, and changing federal spending priorities away from the military and toward human needs. We believe that war is not the suitable response to conflict, that every person has the right to live without the threat of nuclear weapons, and that America has the resources and responsibility to both protect and provide for its citizens. Peace Action New York State is part of the national organization Peace Action, which is the oldest and largest grassroots peace organization in the country. Peace Action recognizes that real change comes from the bottom up and is committed to educating and organizing at the grassroots level in over 30 states across the country.
http://www.panys.org 

https://twitter.com/PeaceActionNY 

tiny.cc/PANYSfacebook

