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President Obama announces only a minimal troop withdrawal from Afghanistan
NEW YORK, NY (June 23, 2011)
Last night President Obama announced his plan to begin the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan. His plan to withdraw 10,000 troops by the end of August with an additional 23,000 troops to be withdrawn by the end of 2011 is a major disappointment to the American people who elected him in 2008 on his anti-war platform.

President Obama’s plan leaves approximately 70,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan, which is more than double the number of U.S. troops deployed in that country when he took office. When the president announced he was authorizing the deployment of 30,000 troops to Afghanistan in 2009 as part of a “surge” to bring stability to that country, he simultaneously announced that significant troop withdrawals would begin in July of this year. His announcement yesterday merely returns U.S. forces in Afghanistan to “pre-surge” levels, hardly the change in policy his supporters voted for.

President Obama also stated last night that all U.S. troops would be out of Afghanistan by the end of 2014, but gave no indication of what was to happen between the withdrawal of the initial 30,000 troops this year and the withdrawal of the remaining 70,000 two years later. Peace Action New York State joins other peace organizations in expressing our extreme disappointment in the president’s announcement last night, which is another in the many recent war-related policy decisions the president has made that belie his previous anti-war stance as a candidate in 2008. 

About Peace Action New York 

PANYS is dedicated to promoting the non-violent resolution of conflict, the abolition of nuclear weapons, and changing federal spending priorities away from militarism and toward human needs. We believe that war is not the suitable response to conflict, that every person has the right to live without the threat of nuclear weapons, and that America has the resources and responsibility to both protect and provide for its citizens. Peace Action recognizes that real change comes from the bottom up and is committed to educating and organizing at the grassroots level in over 30 states across the country.
http://www.panys.org
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